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NE of the main Points which our diffenting 
-Brethren inſiſtvn to-j4uſtifietheir Se 
from-our Church, -is;-Tfiar our” Pablick 
Worthip 1s perform'd ina Fortm'of Words 
of Man phe rms which, they conceive, is unliw- 
ful; Apo args Lþ fay ſome of \them," the Holy Spirit, 
who in ws oar 'Prayer, "is ſtinred and lithil ed, and 


hereby the Gift of Prayer, fey others, which y 
— ommmnmicares £0 Miniſters," to enable them to 
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preſented in a fixt Form, as in conceiv'd Prayers ,. 


which upon the'account of their variationin Expreſlt- 


' ons, * may berrhe-berter extended ro-rhe-continuatvas 
riations of Mens caſes and circumſtances : befides all 
which, ſay they, we have no warrant for the uſe of 
Forms, either in Scripture, or pure Antiquity ; and- 
if we had, yet an univerſal imp | 
by no means be lawfully compli'd with : this; accord- 


ing to the beſt recolle&ion I can make, is the ſum.of 


what our Brethren urge againſt the lawfulneſs of joyn-_ 


ing with us in a ſtated Liturgy, or Form of Publick 
Worſhip : and therefore, in order to. the. fatisfyz 
their, Criene® an [2 matter, Þ ſhafl-red 

whoſe Plea to thele 

plain and clear reſolution of them. 


1. Whether Praying in a Form of Words, doth not 


ſtint or limit the Spirit, of Prayer 2. © 


2, Whether the Uſe of Publick Forms of Prayer, be- . 


not a finful neglet of the Miniſterial Gift of 
Prayer 2 © © £859 1 | ad.” 
2- Whether. the conſtant Uſe. of. thei ſame Form of 
 Rrayer, doth notvery- much. deaden- the Nevotion 
of Prayer «. ni hun = 
4. Whether the common wants of Chriſttan 'Congre- 
gations may not be better repreſented. in conceiv d 
Prayer, than in a Form of Prayer? ; mn (1 
5: Whether there be - any warrant. for, Forms. of 


.. Prayer .,. either. in. Scripture, or , purer Amtiquis 
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6. Whether, ſuppoſing Forms robe lawful, the impos- 
. ſition of thera can be lawfully compli d with 2.1, 
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and limit the Spirit of Prayer # © gs oo 
-16 eller to the reſolution of this Caſe; it will bl 
neceſlary to explain firſt, what it is that the hy ans 
 attributes'to the Spirit inPrayer ; and ſecotidly,” wha 
is meantby tinting or limiting the Sprritih Prayer: 
'x; What is" it tfiat the Scripture -attributes- to the 
Spitit i in Prayer? T-anfwer, 'there are ſome things'at-' 
tributed to him/which were extraordinary,/and ten: 
; and'others thar are" ordinary; fixt;-and tiand-' 
10g : The through ſtate and diltinguiſhing of which 
will very much contribute to the reſolution of this pre- 
fent - Caſe, and therefore I ſhall infiſt more 47 Ar 
it. | a 
Firſt; I ſay there are ſortte chings atteibbutecdis the 
Holy Spirit i in this matter of Prayer which' were 'ex- 


traordinary and temporary ; and that was the imme-' 


CY 
* 


diate Inſpiration of the matter'of Prayer;,”t 
with an ability to expreſs and'irrrer it 'in* ktown's 
unknown Languages : thus as for.theirtimediate inſpirg.” 
tion of the matter of Prayer, we read'in the Old Te-' 
ſtament of Prayers and Praiſes, 'which,” upon ſpecial 
occaſions, were immediately indited: by Divine Taſpt-' 
ration: for ſo when Zannah prefented' her Son/to'the' 
_ Ford in $4/6h, the Text-only faith, that the ipraid,” 
and faid; burthe 7; argum paraphraſes it, - that ſhepraid* 
by the Spirit: of Prophelſie, and accordingly praying 
and praiſing by immediate -/ inſpiration, is- trequently* - 
call'dipr8phefying: Sa 18am. 16:5; The SpiriF of _ 
Lord *fhal come upon” thee; © and "thou ſhale. prop | 
that is, as Expoſitors generally interpret it,” thou: 
arte Spiritial Plalms and Hymns by - modpiee3n- 
NY B22 ,- fpiration: 
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ſpiration on the place; and to the ſame purpoſe is the 


. word uſed Namb. 11. 25. 1 Ghyon. 25. 1, and accord- 


icgly in, the. Now, TeGament it 55 ſaid of Zachanias, 
that he was filled with tbe. Holy Ghift, .and: propheſied, 
ſaying, bleſſed be the Lord God of Ifrael,&c. The matter 
of all:which - Prayers and Pxaiſes, together with. thoſe 
in the Book of Pſalms, and ſundry. others recorded. in 
Scripture, was immediately diftatcd to. thoſe. inſpiz'd 
perſons, by the Holy . Ghoſt, and, dekwer'd. by. them 
without agy recaurſe.to, their, own: anvention'or con- 
ſideration,: though, as.to-the words of, them, it mgy 
be juſtly . queſtion'd,, . whether they ,were not: left, to, 
their own-compoſure, as it. ſeems. very. probablezgs.he 
words of all. other inſpirations. were ;. for conſiderigg 
how, the inſpired, perſoas difler'd in their ſtile, accard- 
ing-as. they difler'd 'an, their education, in their natu- 
ral parts, and intelleQual improvements, it is very 
likely they themſelves compoſed and worded their own 
inſpiratians, . the. Spirit-of God taking; care.oaly ſato 
overſee and. dizeft. them, that their. words. might aot 
miſrepreſent their matter ; and if: ſo, how much. leſs, 
reaſon have. we to ſuppoſe, that. the Spirit inſpires 
the words, of our .Prayexs:. but. this I ſhall: not- wwiſt 


ON. 
However, after that great deſcent of rhe Holy Ghoſt 
at Pentecoſt, wherein' the, gift of Tongues was. com- 
municated to. enable the. firſt .Planters of the 2h 
to. propagate- it- through the .World,, it's certain that 
not only. the Matter of their Prayers, but: even the 
very Language tao. in :which they expreſs them, was. 
wnmediately : inſpired, . infomuch.that they were not 
only ingbled to .Pray.upoa the place. in apt and. flagat 
Expredions, | bat alſo.to Pray. in Languages,which the 
54, underſtaod. before, _ which _ then: hn 
vnderſtoad: but -very. iaperfecly, - and alſo.to- interpret. 
thoſe 


' ' @ ſign, wot to: them that- beliqves but ta them that bee 


theſe Prayers into: the ulgarLangy 
bo EY 
this, .amABg-Oot q PRE < : 

5 Cor.,12o19,, Which; a5 1 remember, is the only: 


Praying. 
Now that: 


Apdltle' telt6 US, 1-Cor: 14 U25 That-.] Ml LOLE were for | 


lieve-not-: and theselore finceit's granted of all hands, 
that the. gift of Miracles was extraordinary , and: 41+ 
tended- oaly for 2 demonſtration of the Goſpel co the 
Infidel World, and after that to- 'ceale , there can 
be go daubt but this miraculous'Giit 'of Prayer was 
tao, | 
- But that the Spirit's inditing the Matter, and, if you 
will, the-words -of thoſe: inſpired Prayers, was alſo 
extraordiaary, will require a larger proof ; becauſe it . 
is look;d upon by many; of our diſſenting Brethren a8an 
ordigary and ſtanding Gift, which the Spirit doth and 
will, communicate to all fucceſſive Ages'sf the: Wozld. 
Agpio this Opinioa of theirs, therejore I (hall briefly 
ex theſe following Reaſons totheir confideration-: 


x. That 


HY 


"x; That there is.no' promiſe of any ſuch Gift, and - 
therefore no ireaſon to expe the' continuance of it. 
For whatſoever'ſtariding/and vrdinary benefits we re- 
ccive from God, weveceiverhetn by vertue:ofithe New 
. Covenant; ini which he: hatli-ptomiſed tous all*thoſe 
"good things which we can reaſonably expect at his 
hands ; and the-promiſe of God being the-only foun- 
dation of our hope, it is preſumption to promiſe our 

felves what he hath nor promiſed us: but:nowi4n all 
the New Covenanit we have novthe leaſt intimatipn of 
any ſuch promiſe, viz. That the Spirit: will- imme- 

diately indire to us the Matter and Expreſſions of 'our , 
Prayers ; For'as forthat of 'Zachary 12.10.” Which: is. 
the only promiſe that is pretended inthe caſe, it's evi- 
dent, at firſt' ſight, that it's nothing to'the purpoſe ; 
T will pour out upon the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem the 
Spirit of Gract' and Supplications,' 'and they ſhall look 
«pon me whom they have picrc'd, and they ſhall mourn. 
What is'all this to the immediate inſpiration\ of the 
Matter and Expreſſions of our Prayer, when:it's plain, 
that the Spirit of Supplication here is the ſame with 
the Spirit of Grace', or of inward Piety and Devo- 
tion ? even as the following words imply, a»d they ſhall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and mourn : that 
is, for their horrid fin of crucitying me. But that there 
1s no ſuch promiſe in the New Covenant is evident, 
trom what is acknowledged. of all hands, viz.' That 
there are many good Chriſtians who could never pre- 
tend to any ſuch inſpiration, who are ſome of them 
tain to be beholding to their own recolle&tion. and in- 
vention for the Matter and Words of their Prayers, 
and others, for want of a ſufficient quickneſs of inven- 
tion, to be beholding to Forms of Prayer: of 'other 
mens compoſure; neither of which they need, were 
they immediately inſpir'd : And I am very. confident 
'twould 


Po 


WS AR *A 
*twould be l6ok'$ upon by all ſober Diſſentersas a'very 
raſh and unjuſt cenſure to affirm, that a man cafnet 
' be-a/good Chriſtian,' who doth hor prey byinmediate 
e inſpiration, but is always fain to depend either'6n his 
own invention,. or _ a Fornr cf' Prayer for the. Matter 
and Expreſſions of his Devotions: and if: ſo, how can 
chis confilt with'a ſtanding/ promiſe tof immediate ins 
ſpiration- of ' Prayer in-the New'Covenanr?! anlefs'we | 
wilt ſuppoſe that there are Bleſſings promiſed-in 'the 
New Covenant, to'which good Chrittians may haveno 
right ortitle,. and of*which they may never actually 
©, , partake, which 1s-utterly”to deſtroy-the nature of the 
> YWovenintz which/extefids to- all who pertorm'the con- 
ditions of it, -and r6- curvffi all-our- dependance upon - 
it. | w IR 
' 2, "That as there 1s no promiſe, fo there is no need 
of any ſuch immediate-ifſpiration: ''”* Tis true Chriſt 
hath pronfifed by! his Spirit;'ro be with us to theend of 
the' World,” and aſſur'd us; thati he will give his Spirit 
unto every one that asks;! and-to-what end: haly he - 
promiſed this, 'but-only to ſupply'our Neceſfities|-2tid 
inable-us fo perform thofe Duties, which, througtyout 
own impotency! we”cinnot perform” without hint? 
for ſo he-argaes'ffom the readineſs of Parents; to 
ply cheir Chuldren with whatis neceſfary to-their boduly 
lite and - ſubſiſtence; .to*the'readineſs of: Godo beſtow 
his Spirit ((that is to/#{{ thepurpoſes thatare:mecellary 
to their Spiritual Life; 'agthe*parallet/plainly imipties) 
upon'theth- that/ asl Hit; 14S thar-all'we ean' expect - 
by vertae' of thele proftiiſes iSoulythis; That che Spi- 
rit of 'God'wilbbe really texidiardallnt ugimallihoſe - 
necefliry cafes, wherein Bug Duty! act Spitituali Life is. 
eoncern'd;” #nd thereforeaf chere benio-neceflityof-an 
iminediate inſpiration &f/either Matter or * Words: to 
inabke us to Pray*, it wr unwarrantable-preſumprion 
___ | Fwy 


to- expe it by -yertue ''of- theſe or ſuch. like. pros 
And that there is no neceſlity, I conceive, is very-ap+ 
parent ; for, ris if) 
Firſt, As for the Matter ofour Prayers,the Holy Spirit 
hath already ſufficiently reveal'd it to us in'the Goſpel, 
and as plainly inſtructed- us what: we are to pray tor, 
- 85 he can be-ſuppos'd to do by any immediate infpira+ 
tion : ſo that with a very little conſideration, -we 
thence eafily recolle&t what it is that we-need,and whar 
weare warranted and commanded to pray tor,; and for 
a ſummary of the whole, we need. go-no; further than 
our Churches Catechiſm: which-in anſwer, 
Queſtion, after the Lord's Prayer, What defireft thou 
of God in this Prayer 2 ſums up the whole matter of 
our -Prayer-in a few, plain, and eafie words. - "And to 


ſuppoſe, after ſuch a clear -revelation.of the matter of 


Prayer; a neceſſity, of immediate inſpiration of it, .is 
in effe&&t to ſuppoſe, that we have neither-reafon enough 
£0 underſtand the ſenſe: of plain. words,.. nor .memory 
enough to retain and .recolle& it... But agaiaſt this, 
that \paſlage of St, Pas/. is: objected. by -our Brethren, 
Rom. 9.26 We -know-nod what we ſpould. pray. or: as-we 
ought, but the Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſion for us 
with groanings,” which. cannot , be utter:d, \For which 
words, We know vot what to pray. for as we ought, they 
infer, that .how'plaioly ſoever the matter of Prayer is 
reveald torus, We cannot; an. all caſes know what-it is 
without an immediate inſpiration ;' which muſt-either 
ſuppoſe, that all matter: of Prayer is not plainly; re- 
veal'd ito us; or [that though :he,, we cannot) under- 
ſtand it; whereas the Apoſtles words imply -geither 
the one nor t'other, torit's plain thoſe words; *we know 
»ot what to pray for, are not tobe underſtood-;ſigaply, 
but with reierence tO, as we ought 3 7 33-77 acyoniepee 


4 PREY Sh 6: £61, 4 þ, d- by *S. 
; - C.-4 Were Sw_ 
k » : . . £ L 
- ©" 
\ ' . n ” "=" 
Z y >. 
4 V 
= - - 
. 
z » * 
= 
.- 


4 


_ 


. RO EI... Cad eh 
ay 7 Eo g Spa = Ss it 2 $a 
4" by ES, Wo LA Tot X& M6 3s 5 As 

%: P* SO Fa Bo i nts $a 2h oe 1h” WE be £ = 

Ot £ bx C 4 + 20 peg Þ Oh, 1% 

a _ SE g 
N rat + ” 
+ ih ” 


” . ye, & 4 a 
” a. Sang 4 
, 4: x £72 Th 
vw 6g 
VE 


—T'#:3. 
3 Nix deer; for what to pray for as we dught, we 
know not ; w_— plainly r cf the manner, and 
not to the matter of our Prayer, how to: pray for-any 
thing with that fervency of deſire, that dependance 
upon, and reſignation to God, as we ought, of our 
ſelves, we know not without the aſſiſtance of the Spirit 
of God; if therefore the Spirit bath already ſufficient- 
ly reveal'd to us, what the matter:of Prayeris: (as he 
muſt be ſuppos'd to do, if the Scriptures be ſufficient) 
I ſee no reaſon why he ſhould reveal-it again by 'im- 
mediate inſpiration ; and if there be.no neceſſity of it, 
Iknow no warrant we have to expett it, Butt 

Z=s-for the Words of Prayer; by which we are 
to expreſs the Matter of it, what neceſſity can there 
be that theſe ſhould be immediately dictated: to us, 
when asf we have not quickneſs enough of fancy and 
invention to expreſs our wants and deſires in'our own 
words, we may readily: ſupply that defeQi by Forms 
of Prayer of other, Mens compoſure, which with very 
ſhort additions and variations of. our .own!, we! may. 
eaſily adapt to all our particular caſes and circumſtan- 
ces? and to imagin that with ſuch helps.and aſſiftances 
we cannot word: our deſires to God without an 'im- 
mediate inſpiration, is to ſuppoſe, that-we are meer 
whiſpering Pipes,that can breath out nothing but what 

. Thatas there is neither promiſe, nor need of any 
ach immediate inſpiration of Prayer; ſo: there is no 
certain. fign-or teſtimony of it 'remaining. among us : 
whenever God inſpir'dqen with Divine matter. and 
words, his Way. was always to atteſt the divinity of 
their infpiretion with ſome certain fign by which'them-. 
ſelves, and/others, might be well aſſur'd -of it; and 

' though at; this diſtagee from the inſpired Ages we 
cannot certainly determin by ag token it TR 


. 


hy b.. 


| (16)  NLaFR 
the Prophets knew the Jivinity of their own infpira- 
tions while they were ſeiz*d with them; yet this we - 
know, that after they were deliver'd of them, God . 
always took care to atteſt 'them by ſome miraculous &g * 
operation: for ſo Miracles are ſtyled by thenApoſtle, 
the evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit, as being 
the coriſtant ſigns and tokens of Divine inſpiration ; 
and indeed without ſuch figns to diſtinguiſh it from 
falſe prerences, we were better be withour inſpiration, 
than with it, becauſe we ſhall be left under an una- 
voidable neceſſity, either of admitting all inſpirations 
which pretend to be divine, or of rejecting all WaLare 
truly ſo: as to inſtance in this caſe of Prayer, we 
know *tis poſſible for. men to have the matter” and 
words of it dictated to them by a natural, or 'Diabo- 
|  lical, as well as a Divine Enthuſiaſm, and therefore 
s it is highly requiſit if ſuch Divine Enthuſiaſm, or In- 
| ſpiration, beccontinu'd to us, | that the proper ſigns and 
teſtimonies of it ſhould be contmu'd too, that fo:'we 
may be able to diſtinguiſh that which is divine, from 
that which is natural or diabolical ; ' otherwiſe we 
muſt either conclude them all to be:natural, or diabo- - 
lical, or believe them all toibe divine,” and entertain 
them accordingly. Po OC II 936+ 
| .. If you fay there-is no need of either, becauſe the 
b... Scripture is ſufficient to diſtinguiſh them jTanſwer; 
3 that though the Scripture may be ſufficient / to-diſtin- 
 guiſh the matter of the inſpiration;whether itbe'true or | 
falſe, yet it is not ſufficient to diſtinguiſh the inſpira» 
tion ir ſelf, whether it be divine, or natural, or diabo- 
lical : For | pets ES Ke S + oe TnL 
Firſt, as for natural Enthufiafm, i is not at all im- 
poſſible for a man to pray agreeably to Scripture by 
natural inſpiration, by which Iimean a natural or ac- 
cidental fervency of temper , ariſing either from a . g 
ee conſtant 4 
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(11) 
conſtant heat of conſtitution, or a'caſual agiratibn'of 
the ſpirits,  occaſion'd either by vapours of heated me- 
lancholy , or an intermixture.-of ſharp and feaveriſh 
humours with the blood; which as all men know, 
who underſtand anything of the-nature and; com 
fition of humane bodies, naturally: heightensgnd 1m- 
pregnates. the fancy, and cauſes the images :of things 
ro come faſter into it, and appear more diſtin& in it, 
and conſequently produces a very ready / invention-of 
matter,and extraordinary fluency of words: fo that if 
under a fit of this natural fervency, a'man's fancy:hap- 
pens to run upon God and Religion, he cannot fail to 
priP"Vith great readineſs and fluency, and ſometimes 
with that extraordinary ' paſſion and» enlargement, as. 
ſhall cauſe him aſſuredly 20 believe himſelfammediate- 
ly inſpired by the Spirit of God: off the truth of 
which, inſtances enough might be .given:not"only 
among Chriſtians , but atſo among. the 'Devato's of - 
Mahomet, and the Poets and Orators of -the'Heathens, 
whoſe fancies have been very often ſo firangely ex- 
alted by the fervour of their temper, or difſeate,” that 
not only: they themſelves, bur they that heard them, 
believed that they were inſpired: by God.'- -Suppoſing 
then, that under a firot this naturabEgthuſmaſnaman 
ſhould pray agreeably toi Scripture, how ſhallrhe" be 
able to know-by Scripture whether: :the-prefent inſpi- 
ration he is under; 'be" natural; or 1divine'?: and” how 
will it be poſſible for him:toavoid, many times, [attri- 
buring the. naturab effeRs.:of his temper j or: dufeaſe,” 
to-the'immediareoperation-of the Spirit of God'2>: :! 

' But you will fay, we all agree that the'Spirit of 
God infpires good men with/holy' and fervent affe&ions: 
in their Prayers, and yet43r canmot be: demi'd/that'this 
-ſervency. of affection. doth ſometimes -aifoiproceed! 
from - the preſent temperrof/:dur. bodies; : norwicks! 
Er} C 2 - _ _ Randing. 


2ST: IS”. 


7 % mh, ; "mw EA oats o 
- . : 
- 
o 
-. 
( ) 
- 


ſtanding which, we þave no other ſign or teſtimony - 
beſides that of Scripture, whereby to diſtinguiſh when- 
tis divine, and when natural ; doth not therefore the 
want of ſuch ſign as effetually conclude againſt the 
Spirits inſpiring the fervour of our Prayers, as againſt 
his inſpiring the matter and. words of them ? I. an- 
ſwer, no.; For, as for the former, we have a ſure word 
of promiſe, which we have not for the Jatter ;. and 
therefore if we can claim the promiſe, we have juſt 
reaſon to conclude when we feel our affections actually 
excited, that how much ſoever other cauſes might 
contribute to it, the Holy Spirit was the principal 


cauſe; but where we have no promiſe, we hFE*no # 


ground for ſuch concluſion : belides which, we have 
no ſuch need. of ſigns: to enable us to diſtinguiſh in 
the one caſe, as in the- other ; For as:for the inſpira- 
tion of affection, we_may eaſily. diſtinguiſh whether 
it be natural or divine, by our own ſenſe z if our pre- 
ſent fervour be accompanied: with! a fixt and conſtagt 
devotion of ſoul, we may-certainly conclude, that the 
fame Spirit which inſpired the one, inſpired the other ; 
and whether it be ſo accompanied or no, that natural 
ſenſe and feeling we have of our own motions and af- 
tections,, will quickly inform us:, and. .we have no 
more need'of an outward ſign 'to fatisfie us in this 
matter, than we have to know whether we are hungry 
or thirſty : but if the preſent fervour of our afte&tions 
in Prayer be only a ſudden fit and pang of. devotion, 
that finds and leaves us habitually indevout, we- have. : 
Juſt reaſon. to conclude, that:'tis intirely owing/to our 
| preſent bodily temper : whether ther efore our affe- 
 Rtions in Prayer are inſpired by. God, our own ſenſe 
will inform us, if weim artially conſult it ;.: but whe- 
ther our matter and words are ſo,: no ſenſe we have can. 
reſolve us: we may feel the matter of our Prayer pour in 
| | upon: 
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upon us with extraordinary readineſs, and be inabli 
to pour it out again with extraordinary fluency, and: 
yet all this may proceed from our own- fancy and: 
+ invention, quickned: and enlarg'd by meerly natural 
Enthuſiaſm; and therefore, unleſs we had ſome other. 
ſign, beſides that of Scripture, *twill be impoſſible for 
. us to diſtinguiſh between a divine and natural inſpira-- 
+ tion of matter and words, becauſe that whiehis natu-- 
ral, may be as agreeable to Scripture, as that which, is. 
ſuppos'd to be divine ;. and God hath given us no in- _ 
ward ſenſe to diſtinguiſh betweeen oneand t'other : and: | 4 
can it be-imagin'd that had he meant to continue this 4M 
Gift of inſpiration to us, he would have thus left us in 
the dark concerning it, without any certain fign 
whereby we might diſtinguiſh, whether it. be from hi 
Spirit, or from an ill-afte&ted Spleen, or a Feaver?: _. 
But then, ſecondly, as for Diabolical Inſpirationsof 
Matter and Words in. Prayer, we have ſundry very pro- 
bable Inſtances, ſuch as Major Weir,who is ſaid to have 
receiyed: his Inſpirations through a-Staff, Hacker, Da» 
uid George, _ that Monſter of wiktedncy ju Ba» 
filides Duke of Ruſſia, who were all of thei poſſeſs'd 
with ſuch a-wonderful Gift. of Prayer, as did notonly 
charm and raviſhthoſe that heard them, but ſeem'd, in 
the opinion of the moſt wiſe and impartial, to exceed 
the power of nature ; which renders it: very probable 
that the matter of their Prayers: was for the moſt part 
agreeable to Scripture,otherwiſe*ris hardly conecivable 
how they could have procured to themſelves ſo many - 
admirers, and. abuſed ſo many honeſt minds into a be- 
lief that my were immediately inſpired by God. And 
ſince by inſpiring his Votaries with ſuch\matter- of 
Prayer- as-is agreeable to. Scripture, the : Devil may 
ſometimes ſerve his own- ends, ſince he-may thereby 
puff up giddy minds with pride, and ſelf-conceit, and: 
more eftectually recommend Seducers. and. falſe- 
Teachers. 
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Teachers to the World ; it's very reaſonable, to ſap- 
oſe that this ſubtle Agent who ſo throughly under- 
ands his own game, will in ſome caſe be forward 

enough to do it : and if in any caſes we may reaſon- 6 

ably ſuppoſe, that the Devil may inſpire men with ſuch 

matter of Prayer as is agreeable to Scripture, then we 
can never certainly diſtinguiſh by Scripture, whether 
it be the Spirit of God, or the Devil, that inſpires us. 

And can we, without blaſpheming the goodneſs of 

God, imagin, that if he had continu'd this Gift of 

immediate inſpiration to us, he would have neglefted 

to continue ſuch ſigns and teſtimonies of it agaxe ne- 

ceſſary to diſtinguiſh it from the inſpirations of t 

Devil ? doubtleſs'tis much better for us that this Gift 

ſhould be totally withdrawn, and that as to the mat- 

ter and expreſſions of our Prayer, we ſhould be left to 
the guidance of Scripture and Reaſon, than that by 

' thecontinuance of it without ſome certain ſign to know 
and diſtinguiſh it, we ſhould be left under a fatal ne- 
ceſlity, either of rejeting Divine Inſpirations, or of 
admitting Diabolical for Divine. And therefore ſince we 
have no ſuch ſign continu'd among us, we have all the 
reaſon in the world to conclude, that this Gift is dif- 
continu'd, and ceas'd: eſpecially conſidering that we 
have not only no certain ſign of any ſuch inſpiration in 
the conceiv'd Prayers of thoſe which moſt pretend to'ir, 
but many very certain ones of the contrary ; I will in- 

ſtance in four. L 

I. The great impertinence, and nonſenſe, and'rude- 
neſs, to ſay no worle, that are ſometimes mingled: with 
theſe ExtemporePrayers.I will not give Inſtances of this, 
becauſe it is ſo notorious, that our Brethren themſelves 
cannot but in-part acknowledge it : now to attribute 
theſe faults of conceiv'd Prayers, to immediate inſpi- 
ration, would be to blaſpheme the Holy Ghoſt, om 

| tather 
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father our own. follies upon him, and: yet ſure had He- 
thought 'meet to have continu'd to. the Church this. 
Gift of inſpiration of Prayer,-.it would have been in 
© order. to the ſecuring the Worſhip of God'from thoſe- _ | MY 
rudeneſſes and indecencies to which extemp _ 
Prayers of mens own conceiving are liable; and if ſo, "M 
to be ſure 1n publick Prayer at leaſt, he would have 
conſtantly taken care to inſpire ſuch matter as is fit to F:Y 
be offer'd up to God, and ſuch expreflions as are fir for 
"ſuch matter ; that ſo the Publick Worſhip' of God, 
which is the moſt ſerious and ſolemn thing in the 
- « World, might not be render'd ridiculous by the folly 
1 nd inadvertency of men. Whereas on the contrary, 
we ſee thoſe publick Prayers which arrogate to them-- 
ſelves the honour of being inſpired, are generally more: - 
liable to theſe indecencies, than Forms of humane- 
compoſure, and that thoſe Prayers which conſiſt. of: - 
4 | premeditated matter and words, are commonly much. 
| | better ſenfe, 'and far more decent and pertinent; than: 
our extemporary effuſions ; which how it ſhould come - 
to "paſs I know not, ſuppoſing the. continuance: of: 
| 1nſpiration' of ' Prayer, unleſs we will. ſuppoſe, that: 
Hamane Compoſures may exceed Divine Inſpirations, 
and that men may ordinarily premeditate-better Pray- 
ers than the Spirit of God inſpires. And/ mactfiinks. 
it ſeems very ſtrange, that the Spirit ſhould continue - 
this Gift of inſpiration. to. ſecure the Worſhip: of- God- 
from nonfenfe and impertinence, and yet that afterall, 
it ſhould remain more liable to theſe indeceficies, thamif- 
. - our publick Prayers were offered up in premeditated. 

- Forms,compoſed.outofour own or other mensinventions. 
2: Another ſign.that. our compoſed Prayers-areinot- 
immediately inſpired is, that they are fo pronenly” ; 
tinQur'd with: the particular opinions of: thoſe that- | be. 
offer ther, Youmay obſerve that inall-publick Cone. = 
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troverſies of Religion, mens Opinions are generally. 
to be known by their Prayers, eſpecially if they zea- 
ouſly eſpoule either fide of the Queſtion: for then the 
debate runs ſo much in their heads, and they look 


-upon God and Religion ſo very highly concern'd in 


it, that they can hardly frame a Petition, Confeflion, 
or thankſgiving, without giving ſome. intimation of 
their particular Perſwaſion.; and many times one of 
the Petitions is, That-God would hinder the propagation 
of the contrary Perſwafion, and convince their Adver- 
faries of the Error and -Falſhood of it. Thus for in- 
ſtance, when the Conteſt ran high between the Presby- 


terians and Independents, the Arminians and rig mancis po 


how eaſie was it to diſtinguiſh them-by their Prayer 

from one anqther 2 Whether this be not ſo,T appeal to 
our Brethren themſelves, and :to all the World? And 
.f ſo, what plainer evidence can be given, that their 
Prayers were not inſpired, but of their own invention, 
.and compoſure ? -For either we muſt ſuppoſe this Gift 


of Inſpiration -to be confin'd to-one Party , which . 


would be to ſtint the Spirit with.a witneſs, and ever- 
-laſtingly to puzzle our ſelves where to find it, amo 
Jo many contending Parties that pretend to it ; or elſe 
we mult affirm a horrid Blaſphemy, viz. That the 
Spirit inſpires Contraditions, and indites*contrary 
Prayers to men of oppoſite Parties. "I 
3. Another plain fign that our conceiv'd Prayers 
are not immediately inſpired is, That that which 
ives them the reputation of being ſo, is not. ſo much 
the matter, asthe way and manner of expreſſing them. 


For as for the matter of Prayer, Iſuppoſe our Brethren 


will not deny, but our Forms may -equal at leaſt, if 
not exceed their conceiv'd and extemporaty Prayers, 
and that 'tis poſſible for men, upon mature thoughts 
and deliberations, to compoſe and pen a Prayer, or 
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afreaer; int thei publicls, 
tions: For this i a ordiitary caſe'in heir Dividivy'; 
how-comes it'ts- paſs that:gaaed men: 


4 frlves Sturgis th their oaplick 
KK ate Prayers” det pogo 
id ordinarily inſpi | 
tn foe po 9 could be wel tofaly'd ile 
we ſuppoſe the Spirit-ts be more racy an 

"ny wath —— words, /whert'We 1 


i thenwhen weute only to fpealt 
before eg "Then true reſolution'therefore of the caſe 
is this, that in _—_ —_— io oe vt 
and groans, and ok. eſtures:of 4 devout' Cor 
+ gregation,: —— and oxgite our 'uffeRions,/and'the 
reverence of - a numerous > Audicory,'v ' dblige"s 0 
teaz and wrack our inventians ; for want.of which our 
ſpirits are not ordinarily ſo vehomently a Sicated artg 
heated -as/ when we-Pruy- in' pablick; ? oo, 
more thao drdinarily warmt'd, partly with var''s 
efforts and: 'ftruglings, t6.invent;” and partly with the 
warmehs and pious teryours of the Congr ation, Polg 


are many times tranſp by thisnatr Enghſ 
into 'raptures-bt palin 6d i9lar 
the only: reaſon'thetcarbe we* 

ſuppoſe that which is very unſuppeſeable ark 


ot God, viz, That he is more ſolicitous to indite our 
04, D 2 Prayers - 


cated with a labour and exerciſe -of tinvention-z:by:, 
which-being excited..and ; awaken'd, they; naturally: 
raiſe; the drooping-fancy., and. tender ;the anvention 


more'copious, flaent, and eaſie..; S0:thet meerly.by, + 


the Laws of Matter. and Mation; as -plain-anaccount 


may be given of this extemporary; fluency, and enlarge-: 
ment ot Prayer, as of any other. natural effe&; what- 
ſoever ;.and therefore for, our:Brethren-tq.attibute:to! 
the immediate inſpiration. of; the Spirit, af God, -thar: 
which hath ſuch apparent figns gf its derivation-from: 
natural caules, is, Tconceiye,. very, unwarrantable:/ By: 
all which, I think, pet goes wrt only that. we. 
have no ſign of the contingance 9fi4his Gift of #nſpi-i 
ration of Prayerremainiogamong aus, butthat:werhave: 
maniteſt Ggns of the contrary., - . '4 165/744 
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our. Prayers muſt be fo too,/;:ſappoſing e- 
ter Adwords of :them:; And: as they muſtibe ins: 
lhble an;thetnſelves,-ſothey) muſtbe:of equal autho»/; 
rity withScripture: for that which gives the Scriptures 
the authority of the.Word: of: God, is, their: being": 
1ofpited: by:the Spirit: o6 Ged,: and therefore:wharfos i 
ever raatteror: words. are10, tnfpireds are.as: much the/ 
Word of G0d, - as auy+matter or;;wards in::Scr1 | 
AP Scripture is given, ſaith the Apoſtles. by the: Inſpi-- 
ration-of God. And therefore whatſoever is given by ' 
his Toſpiration, muſt neceſlarily:be his Word: for what: 
thoſe Holy! Men-:of :God. ſpake;; who:-deliver'd the» 
Scripture, they ſpakeas they were-moved bythe Holy 
Ghoſt, 'r Per. 1.2 1; and thereforewhat they deliver'd:- 
was-the Word of God, becauſe their Mouths were the 
Oracks:through whieh-Gpdpake ; if therefore wheri 
we>Pray,:iwe are mov'd, asthey. were, by ztheimme- 
diate* inſpiration of God, what we pray, mult - be as- 
much the Word of-Gad, as what they ſpake. So that 
either. our Brethren: muſt affirm, -that- their conceiv'd:; 
Prayers are of equal authority; with Scripture/-which 
Fanſure ne ſober Diſſenter will preſume )ior deny that- 
they are immediately inſpuediby the Holy GholE.' ://} 
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And this & have fiewn what: tid cxtrdorfinary 
-Qperatioos are,' whichy the Soriprure aqtribives) $9 the 
Spatit in Prayer: 0 & proceed anthe ext; -plice/oaew- 


EC * 


Of which-I ſhall give: bura very. brief account;becauſe: 
herein we are.all-agreed. 11G -' 19525 9) 07 Thet 49 

- Im ſhort[therefore;: the ordinary: Qperatians of the 
Spirit conſift im exciting-in ys'tle graces - and/proper 
atſeQions of Prayer, ſuch as ſhame and ſoreow:inthe' 
confefiion of our fins, /a ſenſe of our need of mercy, | 
and a /hape: of obtaining it in our {uppticarfons for; 
pardon, reſignation/|to. God's will ,/and-dependanee 
on his goodneſs in our Prayers for temporal mercies, 
and deliverances, hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs 
in our Petitions: for 'Ius. grace and: aſſiſtance, and in a 
word, gratitude, and love,” and admiration of God it 
our Praiſes and Thankſgivings for Mercy... For im theſo 
divine and gracious Aﬀe&@ions, the life and" .ſoul of 
Prayer conſiſts : as for the Words and Expreſſions of it, 
about which our-Brethren diſagree with us,” they 'are 
of no other account with God, 'thary as they fignifie' 
to him the graces and affeQions of our Prayers, ' with- 
out which he regards them no more, than he doth the 
whiſtling ot the wind ; and therefore ſince theſe affe- 
chions are the main of our Prayer, 'and words are no- 
thing in his account” in-compariſon. with them ;:can 
any man beſo vain as to imagin, that thoſe affe&tions 
will be ever a whit the leſs acceptable to him, becaufe 
they are preſented in a:torm of words, and'not inviex- 
temporary -Eftaſions? Sure that Father would bevery: 
capricious , 'that ſhould. deny Bread to' his hungry? 
Child,. meerly becauſe hE askt'it to day. in the ſame 
words that he did yelterday ; and to imagin that-God 
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the.Spuit in hich were: luchagmwerehettro be 
une d or; worded, Ard ſagely:to-infpiteun withaſfe: 
0 þts 459, £90(big1fos- Werds, Fannats theo 
inſpiration-of words- ;nSqthaxithe Spirit? 8 intercecding: 
"= us with ſighs and groans that are not 4o-bSutter'd, 
can imply, nomore, than his.excitingithusthe proper: 
allectians of Prayes; andingh in the! 
next: Verſe; 24 math intereefitn fer db6)dSeints go 
cording to the wil] of. Ged,'vizz; by inabling' them ror 
offer up the, matter of Prayer.to.God with: ryent. 
and devour: affections as.are necefiary\ to xender,itiacs 
ceptabl6to.kim ir whigh:1s properlyi6pulteroeed far 
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mans! 


up; aun ;Prayens to! On .and-inforce 
them, with his owa.mterceffipns;7-10 his Spirit,:; who is- 
our Advocaje apon Earth, begees ins thoſeafiattions 
whiGyronces 089 ANY TE-PELENs ,apd:wan heiw 
b teryour and ardeney5\5heonr pleads w1 
—_— hearts, - 7 kindling: ch deſutorbere 
as. render. our. Prayers, acceptable, to::him ;>nnd-ther 
other\pleads wigh him foruug in.Heaven, ——___y | 
thoſe defives,.,gnd- ſoliciting-their, ſapp apply 
_ 1Fances1 And thus gon len was egdt Fae 
.nary Operagion is m" the a RHrI—S the: 
Spirit in Prayer. 1G: nv nt iowg bly 318 
| "And now, before] "procent to-determin the preſent: 
caſe, I hzll,only.farches; igguire,: Whari nezng by: 
that; Phraſc;-of ſtinging aod.Iiqairinge as: $piditaroIn- 
oy therefore, to.ſtigt.grilimut the Spirig, mod 


theditteha# 


"> I " 7 
Phraſe, | of whichthere.is _—_ leaſt; garner 
Scripture, or. Antiquity: t'tis a term of Art coin'd: 
and! Ro by rob taget A 
ſent controyerſfie,: ng thejawkal 3 
of Prayer. | Whi — way,is@plain per hos 0 
this argument againſt Forms, viz. Thas-they-ſtint the —_— 
Spirit, is very new; ſince, though Forms: of Prayer : A 
were uſed not only inthe Scripture-Ages,; as I ſhall ſheur S 
hereafter, [but: alſo-in' all-ſueceſſjve: Ages of Qhriſtia+ | - Hoe 
nity z; yet, till! very: eocraghny never ;heard: one Iyl- | , 
lble of ſtinting or/luniting the _ by.them.. 
- The _— of: whith-Phr #hus 3 That: by 
\os. Forms :af: Prayet:,  wehindar 4heiSpiric: ſom 
flording us ſome aſliſtance in Prayer, which other- 
wiſe we any _Hor reaſonably expeet from them: for ſo = 


Brethren explain the dg That b by. 


our ſelves to a,Farm of Words, 'we rain | 
from giving us that TNTes. whuch he © ED 


rms 
NOW; AAayl Aa 5 OE 
1108 of it-will-be gs Ealie,, Ic hath bera how 


at.;large.s chat there, arei.twa. ſores. of 
Prayer.which'the. bs attributes, tothe Spies 

the firfl,extraprd yy. and 4Emporety 4 wig,the immer 

diate inſpiration) matter;,and. words of Prayer: 
the-{econd. ordinary, .and- abiding ; viz, exciting; tlie 
Serotion,and groges oper afleions of Prayer Itherefore 
© | xhe Spiriche ſtinged,  hinder'd, orrg{irainid y-Forms 
*J* of Prayer, /it muſk; be-cicher, from-inſpi ing be wards 
1 2ad mattgr,, or from exciting the a \Prayerz 
= as:for the -latter,, to which thiSzP! wy "IX -inting-is 
) never apply'd by our, Brethren, hall) cqurſe of-itar 
% arge in rhe third-Qaſe, whergig: I ſhalkeadeampus.to 
prove, that Forms of Prayer azg;ſo-lar-from mefhrainy 

ing the devotion of it, that they very much gr” 

| E an 
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and improve.it. -And 25 for the foriner, vie. the inſpi- 


ration of. the matter and. words of Prayer, that I have 
prov'd was extraordinary, and intended only as other 
Miraculous Gifts were; for the firſt propagation of the 
Goſpel ; and therefore ſince as to thus matter,the Spirir 
hath ſtinted himſeFf, .ir's certain, that. Forms of Prayer 
cannot ſtint him ; for how can. that be ſtinted which is 
not ? and if now there'be no ſuch thing as immediare 
inſpiration of Prayer, -how.can it be limited by a Form 
of Prayer? Ina word, if the Spirit of his own accord 
hath long ſince withdrawn this Gift of inſpiration, 
how can it be now faid that he is reſtrain'd from com- 

municating it by any cauſe without lim? © / 


WORE: -4: Caſe II. SO 
Whether the Uſe of Publick Forms, be not a' finful 


weglett of the Miniſterial Gift of Prayer ? 


Tn order to the reſolittion of which Ceaſe, ir would 
be neceſſary to give a briefftate of it, according as it is 
pur, and arg'd by our Brethren.” By the: Gift -of 
Prayer then, they mean an ability-toex otir minds 
to God in Prayer, or to offer up'our deſires and af{e- 
ions to him 1h words/ befitting the matter-of: them': 
which ability, ſay they, is given by God *o his Mini- 
_ = 2 — of mer ntbecn ww and in noir 
their being the Mouths of thei ations to( 
to be} to him the as Cole i Weceflities 
of their.People; and therefore- fince God,: ſay they, 
hath given us this Gift, as a means of publick Devo- 
tion, and inorder tour offering np the Prayers of the 
People, it may be juſtly queſtion'd, whether we may 

wtally omit the uſe of it, by ufing publick Forms of 
other mens compoſure, '- " 77G 


fil 


ow, 


A whit a&accountable for the nonſenſe, impertinence, and 


- Jt be unlawful, it's he, and heonly that is accountable 
for it: and if the matrer of Prayer in which' they-join 


the Laity : For ſuppoſe 
to omit the uſe ot their own abilities to . 
Devotions of their Congregations, what is that tothe 
People ? are they accountable for their Miniſters 
faults ? or will God reje& their fincere Devotions, be- 
cauſe the Perſon that utters them is guilty of a ſinful . 
omiſſion? if ſo, it will be of dangerous' co ne 

to them to joyn in any publick Prayers at all, whether 
they be Forms, .or Extemporary ; they being every 


I; 


irreverence of their Miniftersin the latter, as for their 
omitting the uſe of their own abilities in the former : 
if theretore this omiſſion be a- ſin, it is the fin of the 
Miniſter ; as for the they joyn with him in- 
deed,in offering upthe matterof Prayer, which is con- 
tain'd in the Form he pronounces, but they join not 
with him in the omiflion of the uſe of his ability; 
that is his own proper a&, and deed ; and therefore if 


with him be good, and expreſs'd in decent and ſuitable 
words, they join with him in nothing but what is 
acceptable to 'God, and *tis not to be imagin'd that 


God will:be angry with them, becauſe he negleed to "Nl 3 
expreſs'their defires in words ofhis own compoſure and . 
.invention.-” | 


2. T ſhall alſo premiſe, that this is not the caſe of 
the Cherpy of the Church-of $E»g/avd,-who, though 
they ſtand obliged to the conftant uſe of a ſtated Litur- 
gy, yet are not hereby reftrain'd from the exerciſe of 
their own abilities in -publick#Prayer: for afterthey 
have finiſh'd the Service appointed in the Liturgy,they 
E 2 / are 


(ws). 

are permitted to-uſetheir own coriceiv'd Prayers in - 
the" Pulpit : in which they have the fame liberty, that 
the-diflenting Miniſters-can claim'or pretend to; thar 
is, to &preſs'intheir own words all the matter of pub» 
lick Prayer; with all the ſobriety, affection, and ſeri- 
-ouſneſs they are able ; And a Jong and unreſtrain'd 
permiſſion. of our Governours, -though 1t be againſt 
Law, is a kind of allowance, untill they: reinforce the 
Law. upon our, parties, :and; ſome :there are who be- 
lieve the conoeiv'd- Prayers which we generally uſe 
to be expreſly allow'd -in,oyr 55th Canon, - which 
direts, that before all Sermons, Ledtures , and 
Homilies , 'the Preachers, and Miniſters ſhall move the 4 | 
People to join with themin Prayer; in this form, or to 
this effett, as briefly. as rconventently they may. Now 
that,ro this effe, as it ſtands oppoſed to-thu form, is 
meant ſome Prayer of our own, , compoſed to this pur- 
poſe, ſeems in their. opinion very probable ,from what 
1s pencrally practiſed in the Church, which in doubtful 
calcs,s tne beſt -explication-of-her meaning, - Since 
therefore the uſe of ourLiturgy doth not exclude the ex- 
erciſe of ourGitt of Prayer,But leaves us free to exert it, 
ſofar as it is fit, that is, with convenient: brevity, I ſee 
not how this Caſe can-concern our Clergy; for if the 
evil of -Forms conſiſts in the Miniſters omiſſion of his 
own Gift, as this Caſe ſuppoſes, -then where' the uſe 
of Forms doth not oblige us to. this omiſſion, . but 
leaves us as free to exerciſe thisGift, as thoſe are who uſe 
no Forms at all, the ſuppoſed evil is remov'd from it. 
_ Having premiſed 'theſe things, I ſhall proceed toa 
particular reſolution af the Cale , which I ſhall do in 
theſe following Propoſitions. ; ©; | 44 
\ -I, That this Miniſterial Gift of Prayeryor ability 
to expreſs 1n-our ownwords;the common Devotions of - 
our-Cong regations to.God,is either natural,or acquir'd. 
"Tis true, it we hadany:reaſon to believe, thatin their 
| admiſſion. 


miſſion to holy Orders, God did inſpire his Mini- 
ſters with this ability, we might thence more plauſibly 
infer, that *twas his will that we ſhould ordinarily 
exerciſe it,..and, that it was not lawful -to negle& or 
omit it, by uſing: Forms of other mens compoſure ; it 
being unlikely. that God ſhould infpire them, with an 
ability, which he did not intend they ſhould make uſe- 
of : but of Gods inſpiring us in our Ordination 'with 
this Gift, or Ability, we have not only no.promiſe in 
Scripture, which is the only foundation upon which 
we can reaſonably expect it ; but in fat, we have no 
experience of any ſuch matter among us : for not only 
Ave, biff the Diſſenting Miniſters muſt.own, if. they - 
will ſpeak ingenuouſly, that juſt before their Ordina- _—_ 
tion, they were as able to expreſs the Devotions of a FE. 
Congregation, as they were juſt. after ; which ſhews 
that they had no new ability to Pray, inſpired in their _ 
Ordination: and as yet, Icguld never find any proof, TY . _— 
either from Speury, or Experience, that this Sility | " "i 
to Pray in words of our .own' compoſure, had any 


thing more in it, than a promptneſs of invention and | LL 
ſpeech ; which, ſome men have by nature, and which b. 
gthers have atquired by art and praQtice;' and if fo, E. 
this ability-is no otherwiſe the Gitt of God, than our 
natural ſtrength and vigour, or our skill in Language: 
and Hiſtory, And methinks it's very ſtrange , that 
after all this talk of the gift of Prayer, which is ſup- | 5 
ſed ordinarily at leaſt to be conferr'd on rightly or- ; Ws 
dained Miniſters, our Brethren. ſhould not be able to- - 
produce one Promiſe, wherein God hath ingag'd him- 
ſelf, to confer it ; no nor one Text of Scripture, which 
implies ſuch a Promiſe, all that he-hath promiſed his 
Miniſters is, to concur with their honeſt indeayours, 
ſo far torth as it's neceſſary to inable them to diſcharge 
the Duties of their Office, 'and to ſuppoſe that they 


-* . 
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cannot do this, without praying Extempore, or in 
their own words, is to take the matter in queſtion, for 
granted. ek _— 
2. That this natural or acquired Gift,is no where ap- 


propriated by God to prayer, but left common to other 


uſes, and purpoſes; For though in Miniſters eſpecial- 
ly, itis ordinarily called a Gift of Prayer, yet it is no 
where ſtiled ſo in Scripture : indeed the ability of pray- 
ing inunknown languages, is once called a Gift, as I ob- 
ſerved before, but as for this ordinary ability, whether 
natural, or acquir'd,of praying in our native language, 


it is no where ſpoken of in Scripture, under the name /- 
of a Gift of Prayer, nor is there the leaſt mention of 


any ſuch ability given by God to men, purely to inable 


them to pray,and unleſs our Brethren can produce ſome 


Text of Scripture, which yet they never attempted, 
wherein God hath appropriated this Gift to the purpoſe 
of Prayer, they mult give us leave to conclude, that he 
hath left it common to all other haneſt uſes, and 
purpoſes that it can be apply'dto; and that in ſhore, 
1t 1s nothing but a treedom of Utterance , and 
Elocution, which in ſome is natural, and in ſome 
acquired, by which they are enabled readily to expreſs 
their minds to God, or men; and therefore to how 
many honeſt purpoſes this common Gift of God is 
applicable, to ſo many it's defign'd, and intended ; 
and conſequently, may as well be call'd the Gift of 
Converſation in good company, and the Gift of plea- 
ding at the Bar, and the Gift of diſputing, in the 
Schools, or the Gift of Oratory in the Forum, as the 
Gift of Prayer in Private, or Publick worſhip ; it be- 
ing all but one and the fame Gift applied to ſeveral uſes, 
and purpoſes; accordingly we find that thoſe who 
have this Gift , have it not only while they 
are ſpeaking in Prayer, but when they are ſpeak- 

ing 
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po one { 
neſs, ncy in converſation, as thi els 
their minds to God in Prayer,. which is ape argu- 

ment that their Gift-is not appropriate to Prayer, -but a 
common to all the other uſes, and purpoſes of Elocu- 

tion. ; | LS 

3- Thar this Gift of utterance not bei opria- + 

ted by God to Prayer, may upon juſt _—_— as -—" 

lawfully omitred in Prayer , as in any other uſe or 

purpoſe 'tis deſigned for : I do confeſs had God any 

where appropriated it to the end of Prayer, thoſe who 

\ have is were obliged to uſe it to that end, and to omit 

it ordinarily, by confining themſelves to forms of 0- 

ther mens inditing, would be to neglect a means of 

Prayer of Gods ſpecial appointment and iaſtitution ; 

for had he any where intimated to us, that he gave it 

us purely to inable us to 4s any retpedt to 

any other end, we could not have omitted the uſe of it 

in Prayer without —_—— intention, and fruſtra- 

ting him of the only end for which he intended it, but 

ſince he hath given -us no ſuch intimation, we ma 
juſtly conclude that he intends it in common for 

thoſe honeſt endsto which it is applicable, and-if fo, 'tis 

no more unlawful to omit ufing it to one end thantoan- 

other,fo that either it muſt be wholly unlawiulto omit 

uſing our own Elocution to any purpoſe whatſoever 

whereunto it: may be honeſtly applied, or it muſt be 

: lawful to omit it in Prayer, and conſequently ſuppoſing 

T have this Gift of utterance, . either I may not uſe a 

form in petitioning my Prince, or a Court of Juſtice, 

or I may uſe a form in addreſſing my ſelf to God-in 

Prayer, ſince my Gift is common to both. theſe pur- 

poſes, and no-more appropriated to the one than the 0- 

ther ; in ſhort therefore, as for thoſe common m_—_ 
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God which ate applicableto ſundry purpoſes,and which 
he intends no more for one than tor another, it-is left: 
to our own liberty and diſcretion, whether we will ap- 
ply them'to this or that particular purpoſe or no,and no: 
man is obliged to uſe his Gift to all thoſe juſt and: 
lawful- purpoſes it is capable of , and if he hath two 
Gifts which ſerve to the fame purpoſe, there is no! 
doubt but he may lawfully omit the: one, and uſe. the 
other as he ſees occaſion ; and ſo it is with this Giftiof 
utterance, which is naturally ſerviceable to ſundry .ex- 
cellent purpoſes, and:among others to this of exprel- 
ſing our minds to God in Prayer, but it being fervice- 
able to this in common with others, it is left tour li- 
berty whether we will imploy it in this, in that, or in. 
another purpoſe, and we areneither obliged toimploy 
it in all, nor in this more than in another, but it we 
have another Gift that is ſerviceable to the purpoſe of 
Prayer as well as this of utterance, ' it is leftroourown 
pious diſcretion whether we will uſe this or the other ; 
ſo that unleſs. our Brethren can-prove that this Gift of 
Utterance or Elocution is by ſpecial command of God 
made an appropriate means. of Publick Prayer, they 
will never be able to prove, either that it is more'un- 
lawful 'to omit the uſe of it in Prayer, than-in any 
other” Office of Elocution, or that if we'have any 
other 'means of Prayer, we are determined -to this 
more than to another. Le HD THO 77 

4. That to read our deſires to God imother 'Mens 


.Words,- is as much a means of Prayer,as'to ſpeak them 


in our own, for to ſpeak in our own: Words; is no 
otherwiſe a means of Publick Prayer, than as it ſerves 
to expreſs to God the Common caſes and neceſſities 


-of the Congregation, and if theſe may ibe as well 


expreſt by Reading them in other Mens Words, as 
by ſpeaking them -in our own, the end of : Publick 
Som Prayer 
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" Prayer isaseffeQtually ſerv'd by the one,asby the other, 
and ſure no man will deny,” but that by a Form of 
Words Fompoled y. another, he may expreſs the com- 
mon Devotions of a Congregatiog,as well as by extem- 
@ pore or premeditated Kot of \his own invention ; 

for this would be in efie to fay,. that-nonebut himſelt - 
- can ops zine a publick Prayer, or at leaſt none ſa well 
r if 'another. Prayer may.be as expreſſive of, 


as he; 
the Devotians, of a.Congregation; 2s , his, own,. I-can 
ſee no reaſon why ES 7 bg HE _ not be/as 
proper 2 means .of publick Prayer, as the ſpeaking of 
this; here then are two means of Prayer, v/z. reading. 
other gens Forms, and ſpeaking our .own Concep- 
tioris, and therefore unleſs our Brethren.canprove;that. 
God hath expreſly choſen' rhe one,. and. rejeted the 
other, they muſt acknowledge both to be lawful ; and 
if we cannot. lawfully omit the one, becauſe. it is a. 
means .of Prayer, neither .can-we lawfully omit the 
other, becauſe. it is ſo too ; and therefore either we 
mult be obliged to uſe them both, which is impoſſible 
at the ſame time, or we muſt be left at liberty to uſe 
either,according to our own diſcretion.In ſum therefore, 
ſince we are not. inſpired with any peculiar Gift of 
Prayer in our ordination, and ſince our Gift, of pray-. 
ing in our own words is not appropriated by God ta 
this uſe, but left in common to other purpoſes, and 
ſince what is not appropriated by: God, may be law- 
fully omitted, when there are other means of Prayer, 
. and fince in fa&t there is another means of Prayer be-. 
ſides this of praying in our own words, viz, praying 
in the words of others, which God hath left,as, free ra, a 
us as the former, it plainly follows from the, whole, thar, | *20 
to omit the uſe of our own Gift,and in the ſtead of it to | Is 
uſe thar other Gift of raying inthe words of others; is 
not in it ſelf any way finful or unlawful, 
oy Ven bot 1 A: | © OR 
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Caſe JI1. 
: Whether the ©ſe of Publick Forms of Prayer dath not 


deaden the Devotion of. Prayer ? wo 
| | For thus our Brethren argue, that by the command 
| | of God we are obliged not only to pray, but to pray 
| | with the utmoſt devotion we are able, and accordingly 
# | * to uſe ſuch means of Prayer as are moſt apt to heighten 
+| and intend our devotion, and thus far we agree with 
| them ; if therefore Forms are in themſelves, and not 
l through our fault and erroneous prejudice, leſs apt to 
14 quicken and raiſe devotion than conceiv'd Prayers, it | 
J; will be granted of all hands, that this is a good Argu- ' 
} ment againſt the uſe of them. This therefore is the caſe 
=, wherein we differ, our Brethren fay, that Forms of 
£1 Publick Worſhip, ( for*tis that we are now difcourſing 
12! + of) are in themſelves apt to diſpirit and deaden the 
Devotions of thoſe that uſe them ; we fay the contrary, 
viz. that publick Forms are in themſelves more apt to 
improve and quicken the common Devotions,than Ex- 
temporary Prayers. of the Miniſters own conceiving : 
Fn order therefore to the clearing and full refolution of 
this Caſe, we will briefly enquire into theſe three 
things: : 


as tens, Me aaa "Re" 


| 1. What theſe advantages to Publick Devotion are, 
which conceived, or extemporary Prayers pretend to? 
2. Whether theſe Advantages are not for the moſt 
rt fantaftical and imaginary, and wherher fo far as 
they are real they are not much more peculiar to Forms 
than to extempore Prayer ? wall I 
3. Whether beſides rhefe common'advantages pub- 
tick Forms have not peculiar advantages, which 
| conceiv'd Prayers cannot pretend to ? 
ne” ; t. We 
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. 1:\Wewill enquire. what thoſe: aduartggdbwwthe " 2 
publick Devorioas' arp; which. conceiv'd/ or (exyenipe. 4 
© rary Prayers pretend” ro/in ſhort;/ ic is pretended in 
. the behalf of conceiv'd Prayers,. that they do much 
more fix the artention, and raiſe the intention of ;the 
Peoples minds'in Prayer, than publick Forms; that 
is, / that- they do more:confine-the-rovings of mens 
thoughts in Prayer, and (keep their minds'more at- 
tentive' ro it ,, and that they do much 'more warm 
and enliven their affeftions in it; for, ſay- our Bre- 
thren, ghe Devotions of the people are' very” much 
rais'd or deaden'd by the performance of the Minifter, 
according as he is more'or leſs devour in it; and as 
for the Miniiter, he muſt needs be much more devont 
' in a Prayer of his own conceiving, than in the uſe 
of a rublick Form; becauſe firſt, | fay they, *cis 'inm- 
poſlible for him'to keep his mind fo attentive in read- 
ins & Prayer , as in-conceiving onein his own mind, 
and ſpeaking it from his own conceptions ; the care 
of performing which naturally bounds: the: wander- 
ings of his t ts, and keeps them more” fixt ard 
attentive; and ſecondly, becauſe when he utters his 
words immediately from his affteions, his thoughts 
have not that ſcope to wander, as when he reads hon 
out of a Book. And as conceived Prayer doth-more fix 
the attention of the Miniſter, ſo iedoth alſo more raiſe 
his intention, or in other words, more warn and in» 
flame his affeions ; for firſt, whereas in reading a 
Forn, ' his affe&tions follow his words, and are ratfed 
and excited' by thetn,. in conceived Prayer; hiswords 
follow hisafſeRions,and are inimediately urterid from; 
hd: indired by them ; and" ſecondly, How -is: itpol 
file, ſay" they, that the words of another,” which he 
reads out of n Forn,' ſhould ſo well-exprefs' his affe: 
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ions as his own; beſides, thirdly, that while he 
is. reading :his/ Form, |:his:'foub-is/ ſo, intent/ſin : di- 
refting-his.eye to: read, that /it-cannot diredt its] affes 
ions to God with: that :fervour and:3ntention as: it 
might do in conceiv'd. Prayer. [Theſe aretheſuppaſed 
helps which the Miniſters devotion, and from his :the 
Peoples-receive from conceiv'd Prayers; above.lwhat 
Forms of Prayer.can affard z:and: as cbnoeivid;Prayen 
hath theſe peculiar advantages to:-raiſeithe Miniſters - 

| devotion, and-by : his the Peoples, | fo: it, hath anather 
advantage by which: it more 1mmediately- influerices 
the devoj4on-:of the-People, vize:that; the matter of;ig 
is ſtill expreſt in new. words; which muſt.needs much, 
more afle& the-attention of the People! than when. it 
is always expreſt in the ſame words wyhout any. va- 
riation ;: And: this, ſo far as I, can gather ,trom-the 
Writings-of,our Brethfens! is - the .fumy; of:\ what - they 
plead.in -behalt of coneeiv'd, Prayer,, as to-1ts peculiar 
aragtagrouie to publick ;Devotion. above; Rated 

orms. 


I will readily grant, -that by expreſſing a ſerious .and 
devout affection, the Miniſter” doth really adyantage 
the Devotion. of the Congregation; even as by. his 
good example in all other things he excites the, people 
0 a pious and virtuous imitation ; in whoſe eyes devo- 
tion never looks ſo amiable, as when 'tis exprelt in ſe- 
rious. and well compos'd-words, -accompanied. with.g 
deyout ;.-a- ſober;;/ and aficetionate, behavioun :, bath 
which arc-cqually ineceſÞary.to excite the devotion,;of 
the People: af therefore it be really true,; that themfe 
of conceived or extempore Prayer-1s in its own,nature 
| WR | moſt 
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moſt apt. to fix.the mcontion, anlougrrehs Aer 

of:che- Miniler-in-'Beayer ».4t mathe. aſe cat 
hergin it-hath the adyanja $51; 61 
wer will, iaquire Whether x e-adyg it 

to, astotheexciting the-Miniſters gttention'in Prayer, 


be. real, 07.00 + The- firſt advantage is;. Thatthe very 3 
 conceiving.the ,mater of hjs/ Prayers and. {peaking it. | 9 FR 
from his owa:1eonceptions, do nave bind) © 
his -attentian, than-the. reading}. it. out. of a; rm ;:bur. Pn 
I beſeech-you,. what doth.it more bind him to, attend -/.. x _ 
to? isit-x6 attend tothe wards and, pliraſes?. ? if fo,then. 
Tis note attend to the acts of Baja 3 it.t0 Yo ED 
Viothoſe-a s which-are 7 FU Proper HU 324 Fa 71 Gr 
that.is.to beaſham'd of ſin, and;to- oe it. je za E. 1 RIFA 


Gon, to. be fenfible; ofthe common.wants, and com>. - 
- mon depengagcigs upon; God far ſupply in petition, . to 
admire Gags ;porfections, ang, Fplycommen NOrA 
"bis. goodneſs ap pra anklgtvy heſg 
things the. fob .devation.both'ot: Mi ings fo. eople . 
py iſts;and?tis only, by,being an exainple of CIR his _ 


con 

Prayer, that the;Miniſter excites. the devatzon of.:hi: TP 
peap: : tis by;conſaſ az 9.9. it he.were aſham & . tty 
ang, forry. for jt; that he Exciges er an To ou 
rowz,by. petitioning for,mercy, 2s if hewere ſenſible by. 
of the want, of it, and did , heartily, deſire it, andide. 


pended upon, God lor it, that he excites their en 

" eiged,, and thendeſre, and hops of ri fl, 3 | ark 
by. ;Prpiling a63-Hnþ ing God, as: af 
red his exceſlencies,, A : gratefully, r r 
neſs. rhat. he excites their Page ge 


that,caode of Prayer gherefors.wi 
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unfix the Miniſters attention to theſe ats, than that 
of praying by # Fortin; -beeauſe it forces-hirh to attend 
to:other things at the ſarne time, ve.” the recolleQion 
of matter , and'invention' of ſurable exprefiions',, 
which muſt more or leſs divert hiat from attending co 
the inward ads of devotion, according as his fancy 
and tongue are'mofe or leſs pregnant and vbluble; tt 
being impoſlible- for' him to attend*at the fame time, 
to ſeveraf things, as cloſely as he may fo one'! biit 
when he prays by a Form, his matter and words are 
ready before him, and fo he hath nothing elſe to do, 
but to attend to his devotion; and” certainly 'when, of 
man hath but one thing to do in Prayer,he may attend' # 
ro that more fixedly and cloſely, than when he hath 
two or_three : *tis true, by being releaſed from attend- 
ing to the invention of his matter and-words , . his 
mind'is more at leifiire to'wander, andiinftead of at- 
tending as he ought more cloſely to the afts of devo- 
tion, by imploying thoſe thoughts which in conceiv'd 
Prayer he imploys in invention, - itt a cloſer attention 
to the aCts of devotion, he may, if he pleaſe, permir 
them to rove abroad ;' but if he doth, the fault is in 
hintſeff,” and not in the Form he praysby : the deſign 
of his Form is to releaſe his mind from-all other buſt- 
nefy in Prayer,but only that of inward devotion, which 
is the life of Prayer,. that ſo it may be the more at- _ -- 
tenitive to it : burt' if inſteadiof applying bis mind to 
anna He'ſuffers it to*wander abroad,. he-makes 
an illufe of a'good thing, antd'converts that which is 
in'it felf'a ttetp to devotion, into an occafion'of inde- 
Frog ; But'ris objected,” that white his tt re. 
foyed" in" inventing”rhe thdtter and w 
tayer| they” are arcending't6 the" dory"of Prayer 
and whitettiey ate they att well imploy'd, thouph © 
rey ſhould not be ſo attentively fixtuupon theinward ' - 
| | | devo- 
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. devotion of Prayer; as 
Form: to which in-ſhort Tariſwer; That invent the 
Rudy a Prayer;-/andi till! 'our/ Brethren have. proved, 
that ng the:matter and-words,: 45 a pant of 
our duty of Prayer, which'is the Queſtion in dgbate 
between us,” we can by no; means grant, ' that our at» 
tention-to It is attending tothe duty:of Prayer x we 


matter: and words: of 'Prayer.Iis- not: ta pray, bug co 


believe:that when we pray devoutly by:a-Formy;: we 


diſcharge the whole "y of Prayer, though' we do 
not invent the matter and words our ſelves, and when 
we ſee the' contrary proved,' we will not: only yield 


\ thattoattend to inventing, is toattendto:theduy of 
-Prayer ; but that it is unlawful topray-by'a Form : but 


in the mean time we can yield neither one, nor other. 
Seeing then that Forms are in themſelves more apt to- 
fix the Miniſters attention to the inward acts of devo- 


tion, and ſeeing that 'tis by attending to theſe acts, -or | 


at leaſt by ſeeming to do ſo, that he influences the at- 
tention of the people, it neceſſarily follows, that in 
this reſpe&t Forms are more advantageous to publick. 
devotion, than conceiv'd or extemporary Prayer. But 
then, |, 45 | 

2. It is pretended that conceiv'd Prayer 1s in it ſelf 
more apt to fix the Miniſters attention in Prayer than 
Forms, becauſe in conceiv'd Prayer he utters his words. 
immediately from his afteQions, by reafon of which 
his thoughts have not that ſcope to wander, as when 


he reads them out of a Book: to which, in-ſhort, Tan- | 
| ſwer, That if he hath devout afte&tions, he may utrer 


his words as immediately from his affeQtions in; a 
Forms, as in conceiv'd Prayer; and therefore: this. 


| pretence isaltogether inſignificant'; for his own inven» 


tion is as much a mediums between his affeQions. and: 
utterance in. Praying extempore, as the Bookinpray-- 
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(go) 
10g bya Form; -as for inſtance; ſuppoſe that'in.con- 
felling fin, he be-affected: with ſhame' and ſorrow, he 
cannot exprefvitiin words, tbiriby-uſing his own:in- 
vention,or a:/Form; and whotlier lie uſes:one;or t'other, 
he uſes a medium to expreſiit ; . and why thoſe: words 
whigh he reads ſhould not be as immediate to/his affe- - 
Ctions as thoſe which he invents, provided they.do as 
fully expreſs them FE am-not able. to apprehend;;. ia 
ſhort therefore, if he hath devout afftections;..they-will 
at leaſt as'much confine his thoughts from wandering 
when he prays by Form, as when he prays Extempore, 
if he hath not, he cannot utter his words from: his affe- 
&ions, either in the one or t'other. _, ;;' 'C 7 
2. We will inquire whether thoſe advantages which 
our Brethren aſcribe to conceiv'd Prayer above Forms, 
as to the raiſing the Miniſters intention in Prayer, be 
real, orno: firſt they pretend that in reading a Form, 
his affections follow his words, andare raiſed and ex-+ 
cited by them : whereas 1n praying extempore, his 
words follow his affe&tions. This I confeſs is a very 
curious diſtin&ion, but Iam not able to apprehend 
either what foundation there is for it, or how it is ap- 
plicable to the matter; for firſt what neceſſity is there 
either that his ;aftetions ſhould follow his words in a 
Form, more than in a conceiv'd Prayer, or that his 
' words ſhould "follow his affe&tions in a conceiv'd 
Prayer, more than in a Form? why.may not a man be 
devoutly atie&ted with the matter he prays for, before 
he expreſſes it in a Form of words, as well as before ke 
exprelles it extempore ? ſince if hebe acquainted with 
the Form, he cannot but know before-hand what he 1s 
to. pray for init; and therefore if he be truly-devour; 
cannot- but be affe&ed. with it, before he. prays for it; 
and fo on the other hand, why may not a man as well 
be unafteted with the matter he prays for in conceiv'd 
Prayer, 


bo os 6-4, 
-. = 
by Ie fo 


8 fo.» ++... oe << 
A ; 6 Pies I Pe 
. MO Wee: 


REES. Cod I I 
Prayer, till he hath'expreſt-it, 'as with the matter he 
prays for in a Form ? or what reaſon ean te affign'd, 
why'the- affe&tion - may not "follow the words; arid 
be-excited by'them'in the one; as well as i theothier? 
may not a man pray' incofiſiderately, and ſuffer his 
tongue, to run before his heart m both? and may not 
his affeQions which were before aſleep,be awakened by 
the ſonnd of his words in either? 'In/qhort therefore, 
ſince in praying by a Form, -a man may. know'as well 
at leaſt, and hath as much time to conſider the matter 
he is to pray for betore-hand,as in praying extempore; 
. What reaſon is there why it ſhould be more'difficulr for 
hi to affet his ſou! before/hand' with it in the one, 
than in the other? and if it be equally hard and eaſie 
in both, than *ris equally *poſſible for his affections to 
go before, or follow his words'in either. ' But'then 'ſe- 
condly, ſyppoſfe it were true, that in'conceiv'd Prayer 
the words follow the'affe&tions, and in x Form'the affe- 
&ions the words, how doth itfrom hetice follow, that 
conceiv'd Prayer doth rriore intend and heighten” the 
affeQions, than Forms ? what reaſon can rhere'be af- 
ſigrd, why thofeadts of inward affeRions, which'fof- 
low our words in Prayer, ſhould 'net 'be- as intenſe 
and vigorous as thofe which (go before ther? why 
may not. a man exert as flagrant an a of deſire, im 
mediately after he hath expreſt his Petition, as imme- 
_ diately before, eſpecially if that'be true (which our 
Brethren affirm, and which moſt 'men 'figd' by expe- 
rence; , that the words of Prayer, if they are proper 
and expreſſive, do. 'naturally quicken 'and excite rhe 
afſe&tjons; ſo that if it be the matter only that excites 
theaffetions, they may be as veliementlyexcired after 
the wards are ſpokenasbetfore-if it'be the wards alſo, 
theafſetions muſt be lefs vehemently excitet} before 
the words, than after © in ſhort" theretore, wo the 
FO WY |  <G _ ©. » Mint- 
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(48) % 
Miniſter prays/in;publick,. deg gy Forms, or 
EXzempore, . Be prays. an,, Witil@ut, maring any 11 
pauſes between gne Petition-2nd another,. AY 
ſoon as ever he hath conceiv'd the-matter, he expreſles 
it, and whether- it be immediately before or, umme- 
diately after, or:while he is expreſling it, that he.joyng 
his affteion to it, there can.be no, reaſon aſliga'd, if ix 
be the matter. he-joyns. them.to, why he ſhould mare 
afſe& it, now, than then, there being nothing, in. the 
order-of before or after, to raiſe and-excite. his. affe- 
Qion-: and if ſo, his affeQions. following, his wards, 
though it; were neceſlary, to. his praying by a. Form, 
can. be no diſadvantage to his Devotion, nor the.cany - 
trary; an advantageto it, thqugh.it were negeſiary.tor 
his, praying-extempore:: but then ſecondly, it is. pre- 
tended that the Miniſter cannot ſo well expreſs. hisde- 
vout afteQions. in- other mens. words, as, 1n; his, own, 
and; therefore when, he prays in..a. Form of wards .of 
other. mens compoſure, 'tis. impoflible. his afiections 
ſhould, be. ſq livelily repreſented, as-whem he, prays 
extempore: To. which, in, ſhort I anſwer, Thap the 
Minitjexs.buſineſs.in; publick Prayer.as. not, to expreſs 
the degrees-and heighths of- his own ations, or, to 
acquaint ;Gbd of the particylar and ,cxtraordinary fer- 
vencies of his own foul : for in, publick he prays as the 
common; mouth of the;Congregation, and therefore 


- 


' he ought not to- expreſs, to Gad.in' the. name. of the 


People, any, matter; that is peculiar to, himſelt,. or. to 
repreſent his own particular, extraprdinazy,| fervours, 
as the cominon. caſe of the Congragation,, but his 
words ought: to be ſuch as eyery- honeſt . and; ordi. 
nary. Chriſtian; may. truly joy. with,.,as the,,ſenke, and 


Godin tha name of the People, ſuch beighths, 


meaning, of his own ſoul.;, andtar, him FD AXE 
. i. Devay 
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tion as few 04none of themare arriveg,to, 18.25 bad, 
to confeſs in their names ſuch fins to God, as few or 
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mone of" rheth ave2guilty of. | So-that af; the! Miriiter | 
-hathſach pecotiarheighths of affeftion' us cantbe1 
evpreſtonhy inhis/own'words, he-ought-notroGl 

.God' of 'thety imiu'publick/Prayer, un whichhe; itb 
xxpreſ:nothing bur what's the erue and common/fonſe 
.of every honeſt and fincere Chriſtian ; and 'this cer- 
tattily'rhay-be as firlyexpreft in! anorher mans words 
as frwhigown; unkſs ewill fappoſe thatno main'atn 
40 well expreſs'the.common 'feme.ofa Cheiftiaty Con- <7 
teparion, 'ns hethar prays/extetnpore; yea; whd tlie 
he himſelf eannot fo firly 'exprefs/it in premeditatell 
"words, as in-extemporary :ones # neither of whith T 
+ \ſuppoſ& any ſober Dylencer will affine, But"itheh 
Thirdly andilaftly, it isial fo-preteided, :thavin the ruſe 
of Forms, 'the-Mmiſters ſoul is ſoit in direRing 
his eye to read, that it cannot be iſo-incenfly we&ed 
xith what he prays for, 'as when he pray's exte b>, 
in anſwer to which, leave the Reader; ro judge; whe- 
ther the recolleQing (of the marrer of Prkyer, 'the 
difpolin 3 'of ir into a due merhod, and 4nveiiting of 
proper phraſes to expreſs it,” neither of which are atts 
of Prayer, as I ſhew'd before) muſt nor tuck more 
bulſic and\ingage the Miniſters ſoul when he is praying 
publickly, rhan the direting'of his eye ro read; ther . = 
is, wherher-one thathath ſoperſet a habir'of reading  .*» 
asthat he can'readilyexerciſt it withont imployingone = 
thought about it, 'canfiot read a Prayer more eaſily, 
| than invent one'? for ſo much zafier as itis t6 reat 
s i than to invent a Prayer, fo.muciviefs his foul-hath to 
divett it from being affefted with what-he (priys for 
when he prays by a Fortin, than when he prays ex- 
tertipore. And thus' you ſee that rhoſt divaiitages 
' which are aſtribed" to conceiv'd/Prayer, as to/ the rai 
Ming the Miniſters Devotion , are ſuch - as ate either 
- itwpitary , or us onght 'ravher 46 be aſcribed tb 
'Forms. G 2 Bur 
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_ '( 44) | 
+ "But it is pretended, that Forms: of -Prayer do not 

-only deaden the Miniſters Devotion,-and-fo by conſe- 
quence.the Peoples, but that they-do-alfo: deaden-the 
Peoples by a more dire&t. and; immediate influence, 
becauſe they ſtill expreſs the matter of: Prayer in the 
' fame words, which when the People have often heard, 
will be apt to cloy their attention, whereas the very 

newneſs and variety of words, in which .coneeiv'd 
Prayers are expreſt, doth naturally.awaken and-enter- 
rain their minds and keep them more fixt and intent. 
For anſwer whereunto, let us conſider upon what it is 
that this novelty and variety of expreſſion doth keep 
our,minds ſo fixt and intent on; is it upon the taatter of | 
Prayer ? doubtleſs, No; for that is generally-the fame, 
eſpecially the matter of publick Prayer, and therefore 
if it were that that fixt our minds,'twould as welldo it in 
the ſame as in new and varied expreſſions; and ſince 
' the matter of publick Prayer is old, and for the main 
will be always ſo, why ſhould it not as well affect us 

in old words as in new, provided they expreſt it with 

equal propriety and fitneſs; but if it be meerly the 

newneſs of the phraſe 'tis expreſs'd in, that fixes their 

minds : there is nothing in it but. a meer ſurpriſe and 
amuſement of their fancies, which inſtead of fixing 
doth unfix their minds from the internal aQts of Prayer, 
and divert its attention from the devotion to the ora- 
tory of it; ſo that this fixation of their minds on the 
novelty of the phraſe and method of Prayer, is fo far 
trom being an advantage, that 'tis a diſtraQtion to their 
devotion. As for Forms of Prayer, there is no doubt but 
they. may be compoſed with the ſame advantage of 
expreſſion, and pronounced with the ſame affeftion as 
the Prayers of our own extempore compolure, and.jf 
they are ſo, they will have the ſame advantage of the 
muſick of ſpeech to excite the Devotions ot the People; 
| but 


. fancy doth naturally excite the ſenſitive affettions;; fo - 
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but! as for novelty-of : method andexpr , tharmay - 
indeed" entertain their: minds: and divert» them from 
roving-out to.other/objxetts, :but.eveni this entertain« 
ment"is'a roving 4d excurſion of their minds:from 
the ads of wh which, while they are amuſed with 
the novelty ' of the phraſe: and method of the Prayer; 
can be no-more intent on the devotion of it, than while 
they are buſied about ſecular .ubjeds and affairs. * And 
indeed that ſeeming/devotion that is raiſedin the-minds 
of the People by the gingling of the Miniſters words 
about their fancies, is generally falſe and counterfeir, 
for as words do naturally impreſs the fancy, fo the ' 


that when the affeCtions are excited meerly by theart ' 
and mufick of the words of Prayer, it'is not Devotion : 
but Mechaniſm ; for there is no doubt but men may be - 
and many times are ſtrangely aftefted with the words .. 
of Prayer, when they have not the leaſt ſpark. of - true - 
devotion to the-matterof it; for when they» fancy 
the matter of Prayer, and are affe&ted with it meerly - 
for the ſake of the words, the movement of their at- « 
fetion:will ceaſe as ſoon as the impreſſion is worn'out - 
which the words make upoa their fancies, and if in'the 
mean time they happen to hear any: other matrer ex- 
preſt inthe ſame affectionate words,they will in all pro» 
bability be as much affeted with it, as they are now = 
with the matter of Prayer, but if the mind be truly | - 
devout and doth affe& the-matter of Prayer for it ſelf - F 
and not for the ſake of the words, I cannot -imagin - 
how new words ſhould any way advantage its devo- -. 
tion, unleſs they were to expres new. matter.- Since - 
therefore the matter of publick Prayer neither.is nor - 
ought to be new, unleſs '1t be upon extraordinary-pub- 
lick emergencies, what colour. of reaſon'can there - 
be aſlign'd, why the deyotion of the hearers ſhouldbe - 
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(2s) Ho 
more afted with 3t in new words then ald, : ſup: 
poſing it be: expreG'd and pronounc'd withrtheſatne 
propriety-and affection in both. AndthusT baveſhewn 
that' thoſe advantages of publtickDeyotion, whichrare 
pretended to be peculiarto: connew'dPrayers; are for 
the-moſt part imdgiaary ,-and rthat ſo+ favifocth-as 
they are realthey-aremoreppcubar toForms:efPrayer, 
I.-proceed to thethird and laſt enquiry, !mizÞc 51: ( 

3. Whether there are:not ſuadry advantages abpubs . 
lick Devotion peculiar-to Forms otPrayer; which ooh- 
ceived Prayers cannot ipretend. to? [Tihat there-:are, 


* 


Ido affirm;and will indeavour'tto;proveby thetefollow- 


"E One grear adrenrgertar ixgoeait eoquidic 
i. One a 2 [that 15.pi £0 
Forms of Prayer, .s, That the Projle ny dels 
themſelves to them with greater reparation ; for if 
they pleaſe, they may peruſe.the words'/betore-hand, 
and conſider the ſenſe and-matter -of them, and indea» 
vour to affe& their minds with it:; as for inſtance, 
when 1 know before-hand what words imy ſins will be 
confeſt in, when I am to joyn in thepublick Devotions, 
I can confider before-hand the ſente and imeaning/of 
them,and prepareſuchafic&tionsas areſutable ro them; 
as ſuppoſe the conteſfion be that-of our iCharch's Li- 
turgy, wherein we begin with Almighty and moſt mer- 
ciful Father ; 1 can coafider the -meaning .of theſe 
words before I come toChurch ;. and from rhe confi- 
deration of God's almighty.and moſt merciful nature, 
excite my affeftions to an awful dread'of his power, 
and an ingenuous ſenſe of his mercy ; by which, when 


I come to joyn with theſe words in the publick .con- 


teſſion, T ſhall be duely- affedted withthe ſenſe of them, 
and my foul will be ready melted into allthat filial for- 
row and hum:lation for my fin, which the confidera» 
tion that I have offended by it an Almighty and.moft 

| merciful 
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dn D die nnd 
ply babrechand.s pgs refioob ahe.confelion; wie 
thereby::tene.and! ſet; my;affachiong; te abs ſooſt.and 
@ matter of; each particulan p phraſe 2n unit þ 
which, 'twill be io podible for me -t0,do when-I.am; 7 
to- Pymwith an extempore Prayer ; becauſe I-cannot: : I 
know; befoxe-hand what «be phraſes and expreſſions of = "2 
it will be;. beſides. which, .upes the wards of publick, _ 
Farms, there:may bewrittenexeellent.Paraphraſes and: 
Meditations, ſuch as is, that - of the Companion: to: the: 
Zemple ;. by reading, of which the Devotions of; the: 
; Peoplemay bevery- muchexcited and.impraved; which: 
* is ſuch imadvantage as-the words of extempore Rrajer: 
will not admit. of, 

2.; Another advantage oeculiay to. publick: Forms,: © 6 
is, That in joining: wath them; the People'ma pray _—— 
with. more underſtanding, than: they; can well . 
poſed, todo in concaiy 'dand extempore Prayer, | __ 

m. generally thei Miniſter isfoxcid\ta, make uſe:of fuchi 

words and expreſſGans, as: come firſt. to\ band;\ having: 

not leiſure enough to pick and chooſe his words, with: 

out melkiog! long; andh ndeegns pau ſs; and: interrup- 

tions, fo thar\ ſomatic Þo/ 8 faingouſnachard; wand}. 

whiqh perhaps not haif the People yoderfand,: becauſe! 

an <£8fjer dethactoometo his ogmds ard feometimes ts! 

intaogle his expreſſions with long: Pargnabeſes,, ſomes: 
tines ISO with tar-desduyghMetapbars|: - * 
ofoncopeakiniigda lis inhtokenScethags;andfome:r _ 

tunes tortun out; dais-Beriadscto gntinondonte leangring 
by whighkcthe ſeoie of themris very1onudls eloyoetrabde A 
obſcus/d a theſe ad: lach-like ringanytniancesalllnke; bf 
Warldkadwsido,wery earpatonlyattendienxtempone! —— = 
m——_ andJetaumens; binayendtdagnbe puter:  » 
uendand valatile;}>bk:cap inceved bg ſa: feounged! awsi 
gninb prays: 


mercifh| Father 


preſbiog; bemfelb inclbgibhoas;the Boople theriches 


TW) be 
prayers extempore, as he” might” be'if : he took time 
enough before-hand to chooſe 1s words, ' and form his 
expreſſions, ſo that the-People'may be' muchimore 16- 
cure'of underſtanding What; they-pray 'for when they! 
joyn-with a Form, [than when they joyn with an ex- 
rempore Prayer; or to be ſure in'compoſing publick 
Forms more carewll be taken of the phraſe, - that the' 
words may fit the matter, and expreſs'1t intelligibly-ts- 
the -People, than-there can be in-extempore: Prayer ; 
which admits -of no- long conſideration, no alteration 
upon ſecond thoughts, no after-ſcanning or reviſal, as 
Forms of Prayer do, but it muſt paſs as it happens, 
whether it be intelligible or no, by reaſon of which: 
thoſe who occupy the room of the unlearned, are many' 
times forc'd to break off praying for want of under- 
ſtanding what the words and expreſſions of the' Prayer 
mean ; tor whether the Prayer be ſpoken i= ar unknown 
Tongue , or in words that' are unintelligiblecto/ the 
People, it is all one to them, for ſtill theit ander/tand- 
ing u unfraitful, and ſo long their devotion'muſt be 
broken and interrupted. PHY 

3. Another advantage peculiar to-publick/Forms, is, 
That the People may joyn with them with much' more 
faith and aſſurance, than- they can with 'extempore 


Prayers ; it muſt doubtleſs be of great advantagetoa' 


mans devotion in publick, to be ſatisfied before-hand 
_ that the matter he 1s to pray for is goodiand acceptable- 
to. God; for by this means he'!will be /inabled to pray 
on with a ſtronger faith 'and ſurer hope of being heard: 
and accepted ; but this a man can never: be ſatisfied of 
aforchand, that joyns in extempore Prayer, unleſs he' 
hath an implicit faith im his Miniſter ovhat he'will ſay 
nothing'to God bur what is true; !noBabk'any thing of 
him but what is lawful;- which how! he':can''cer- 
tainly depend on, -I cannot imagin,! eſpecially.eonfi- 
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ſdering that the Miniſter who prays is many times « 


ſtranger to:him, both'as' to his perſon and principles, 
and for all that he knows may bevery erronious, ' raſh, 


and unadviſed; or very ignorant of what is'matter of 


Prayer, and what not; And. even thoſe Miniſters 
whom he knows, and: can beſt confidein, are \not 
always fo very ſure of their hands, but that ſome times 
| for their zeal; and reak 
their anger or faQion in their Prayers, or in the heat 
and hurry of ſpeaking what comes next, let drop an 
error betore they are aware, or expreſs themſelves ſo 
doubtfully, or unadviſedly, that-an hoheſt and diſcern- 


- ing mild may not beable ro-joyn with him; ſo that 
in joyning with an extempore Prayer, it 1s very ne- 


ceſlary, (as hath been obſerved by an excellent Divine 
upon this Argument) that as we go along with the 
Miniſter, we ſhould judge of what he ſaith before our 
hearts conſent to it, andif it ſhould ſo happen, that by 
reaſon of 'the novelty, 'or 'ambiguity,; affeation; or 
indigeſtedneſs of his expreſſions, or any ſuch rub in 
our way,” we cannot readily judge, but'arefain to he- 
fitate, 'and' deliberate upon this; or that z.in 
the mean time he'who prays is gone on, andnow:upon 
2 hew- fubje&, ' and we are left behind,::and-at: a loſs, 
and perhaps miſerably confounded beforeour Devotion 


can cloſe 1n again, and no ſooner/it may be, is it well 


fixt, but *tis led away again into-the'fame- inconve- 
niency' and maze: all which:may be: cafily: prevented 
by'the uſe of publick Forms; of the matter and ex- 


preflions of. which, the People may eaſily fatisfie them-. 


ſelves aforchand, and when this is done,they; will have 


nothing elſe-to- doy! but to pray; and keep- their holy 
-affeQions- a going, they" willhave-no new Judgment 


to make of:what is ſaid, no doubtful phraſe or matter 
to examin, and their judgment being ſatisfied —— | 
H they 


+» 


they begin to pray, with the words and matter of the 


Prayer, their devotion may go on withit,. without - 


pauſe or ſtop in an even and uninterrupted current, - 


4. Another advantage 
That they have much lels in them to divert the afte- 
&ions of the People fram the matter of Prayer. 

' For as for extempore Prayer, it is yery-apt.29 dillurb 
the devotion of the People, whether it be well or 11l 
perform'd, if he who performs it hefitates, or blunders, 
or expreſſes himſelf in crude, undecent , or fantaſticl; 
phraſes, inſtead of attending to the matter, and joyn- 
Ing their affe&ions with it, they will-4n all probabi- 
lity be pitying, or conremning him,: carping at what 
comes next, and running defcants on his weakneſs 
and impertinence ; if he perform well, and his method 
be orderly and artificial, his matter good, and his cx- 
preſfions fluent and apt, and eafie, they wall in all pro- 
bability be admiring his: parts, and entertaining their 
curioſity with the ekegancy of his phraſe, :the folidity 
and promptneſs of his judgment, . and the art and fine- 
ry of hiscompoſure; either of which qauſt very, much 
divert and call off their affeCtions from the. metter ; 
whereas white they are-joyping in publick- Forms, to 
which they have been accuſtomed, - and/in which nei- 
ther theftrength, nor weakneſs 'of the Miniſters parts 
appears , they have none of all theſe ſnares to intangle 
their devotian: for being uſed to the words , and 
phraſe, and method, they have/no temptation to-con- 
ccrn therr minds any farther about them, than as.thay 
convey the matter of the Prayer to them, and having 
none of the above-named diverſions, to carry away 
their minds from-the matter,. they! zaay doublets, if 
They pleaſe, attendto-ati with-much more: ferverrand 
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5; Another peculiar advantage tb tho PeopleaDevo-- 


tion-in joyting| with publick borms,s, That they are 
more fecur'$as to-the decency and fakmnity: of their 
publick;Worthip;. and-I fappoR thete-is.aD chody wilt: 
queſtion, but' that the! decent and-ſalemn mance 
of publick Worſhip, is highly - advantagtons: to! the; 
Devotion of the-People. Butgow whilſt they joyn in: 
a wa us the decenoy.and:folemnity of \4bp" 
to 


e 
erformance;doth altogether depehdiupaen; thi ability: 
wad preſent diſpoſednets of the: Minifter Sq thas-:1b 
he- happen | to. be a man of a man elocution,: of: 
an unready —_—_— . or an univuitfu) invention, 18 is 
Othce ſbouldbe pertoxoyd with that! 

decericy vantl. folemaity,: that - is neceſſary itarafleftthe: 
minds, and excite the devotions- of i the Regpie 5: ye: 
inſtead of that perhaps, the wretched duineſs, the bln» 
dering; confuſion, and impertinence ofthe. Mance, 
may turn their devoton-nto ſeatn and laygbterg;fqr.of: 


this I have ſeem $00-many faexperuments.:!but ſi 20 


the Miniſter-be :n mani of- pregnant parts; and in- 


vention and elocution,yea and of great Piety and Deyo-. 


tion- roo, yet 'tis poſkible - be maybe irequently liable 


to great; indliſpeditions of |hody;and mind, to-- S 


and' inailyertency:, to; wandering,. and diſtraction of 
thoughts, to deficiencies of invention, and failures of 
memory, and 1 ances of mind, with outward 
cares and accidents zand-ifhe be,what remedy is there, 
but-that he mult manyitimes pray contuſedly,and- amir. 
a great deal of the matter, of Prayer, and utter'a | 
deal of it in broken or undecent expreſſions? and: 


can he avoid being ſometimes at a loſs, -bothfor_ words. © 


and mater, and being forc'd to ſupply the preſent de-: 
ſe&sofhisiinveation; : withfelfame repetitions of what: 
went: btfoxe? and how'is.it;podlible almoſt-but thar a 


crude 


great deal of flati\and empty _—_ a great many 
1 | p, & 
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(52), 
crude and undigeſted conceptions, and raſh and unad- 
visd expreſſions ſhould eſcape from' his lips before heis- 
aware? and this,if he hath any grain of modeſty in him, 
muſt, upon the'leaſt refle&ion, put him into a/greater, 
confuſion,ang ſo amaze,and bewilderhim,that through- 
out the whole Prayer perhaps, he will hardly be able 
to recover himſelf to any conſiſtency of thoughts : 
Now is it not a hard caſe, that the decency .and:ſolem- 


nity of the publick Prayers of a Congregation, ſhould 


depend upon the uncertain -and variable temper and 
diſpoſition of one ſingle perſon ; ſoasthat if he happen 


to be indiſpos'd or diforder'd in his body or mind,' the 
a rtake'of his: 


Devotions-of -500 or 1000 perſons muſt 
diforders and diſtractions ;. for. how much'ſoever-he'is 
indiſpoſed,- their Prayer can be no better than what he 
is able to pour out extempore, and how flatly, unadyi- 
fedly or confuſedly ſoever he prays,they muſt pray after 
him,” or -not pray 'at all; which vaſt inconvenience-is 
wholly car'd.and prevenred, by a well compos'd Form 
of Prayer, for how weak ſoever the Miniſters parts be, 
or how much ſoever he may be at preſent indiſpoſed, 


if he can but read diſtinctly and ſeriouſly,the Devotion 


of the People will not be at all affe&ed orijofluenc'd by 
it ; for whatſoever his parts, or preſent temper be;they 
will be ſure to find an orderly and methodical Prayer: 
to joyn with; a Prayer that is comprehenſive of all their 
common caſes and neceflities ; that is ſober and good, 
mature and well advifed as to the matter ; that is fall: 
and plain and decent as to the phraſe and expreſſion of 
it; and in a word, that is every way ſuted to all the 
parts,and ends,and offices of publick Devotion; And if 
they pleaſe, they may ſatisfie themſelves before-hand,; 


that there is nothing in thePrayer they are to joyn with,! - 
but what becomes publick Worſhip, which is the moſt' 


ſerious and ſolemn thing in the World. 
6. Ano- 
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(99) 
6. Another: peculiar advantage of publick Forms,is, 
That in- joyning, with them the People may be better. 
ſecur'd of the reality and ſincerity of their. own Devo- 
e tion. For in! joyning with extempore Prayers;there.is 
no doubt but'they may, and many times do. miſtake ; 
the tickling of their fancies, for true and ſincere Devo- - - 
tion ; for their fancies being. ſurpriz'd, and amuſed,., 
meerly by the novelty of the expreflions, will,natu+; 
rally influence their ſenſitive paſſions, and chafe them, 
into ſuch warmths-as anaundiſcerning judgment may ea- 
ſily miſtake for the holy fervours ot Devotions ;. they 
. find themſelves ſtrangely heated in-thePrayer,and upon. 
that immediately conclude, : that they are-wonderfully 
devout, without ever enquiring, whether it be the mat= 
ter,.or the phraſe and exprefſion that heats.them ; and; 
ſo from*thoſe tranſports of paſſion, which are,meerly. 
the effets of -new: and ſurpriſing words ſtriking briskly: 
on;their faneies,they many. times take occaſion to flatter 
themſelves into a great qpinion of their Piety and God-: 
lineſs ; whereas many of theſe perſons are notoriouſly. 
immoral in their lives,. and utterly diſafleted to the: 
matter they pray for with ſo much ſeeming ecarneſtneſs? 
and affeftion ; which is a plain argument, ithat their- 
afteion is not to the matter, but meerly-to the words- 
and expreſſions; and in all probability the ſame ſux-, _ 
Pp priſingneſs of expreſſion would have as: much effeted; 
1 them at-a Play, as it doth at a Prayer : thus for in- 
ſtance, when they hear God or Chriſt ſpoken of, and. 
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" their goodneſs and perfeRions preſented in a new and | = 
ſurpriſing ſtrain of expreſſions, their fancy magy times - | 6 42 
is (trangely ſmitten with it, and this makes their ſpirits £1 


flow. with a ſweet and placid torrent to/their heart ;and we 

by. their frisking about it, to ſooth and tickle is -into - 3 

| my and pleaſure; till at laſt it. opens and: | | 
ates its orifices, and the grateful flood broahndty and - 0s 
/: hd | owns - te 5h 


(4) 
drowns it in delight and raviſhment ; and yet all this 
many times, inſtead of being 4 real complacency of 
their fouls in God, - is' ory 8 complacency of their fan- : 
cies in the phraſe by Which he is deſcribed'and repre- * 
ſented, and had they heard the Hero of Play deſcrib'd': 
in the ſame phraſe, they might probably have been 
moved tothe ſame affetion to him , as they are nowto 
God and their Saviour; - for the ſame kind of influence 
that new and ſurpriſing expreffions have upon mens. 
fancies in Prayer, they will have when applied toother 
matters; And if we will believe P/utarch, it was an 
ordinary thing with the Greek Sophiſts,by thgirhonied 
words, ſurpriſing phraſes, finging tones, and effeminare 
accents,to excite their Auditors into a kind of Bacchical 
Enthuftaſm ; and no doubt but thoſe hearers, of whom 
he there ſpeaks, who were. wont to applaud their 
Orators at- the end of their: Declamartions with a- 
Hhws, Hropoghnor, Suruories, exercirer, divinely, heavenly; ug- 
imitably ſpoken ; found themſelves as much- moved, 
as many a man doth at an extempore Prayer ; who yet 
verily believes, that it-is not meerly a movement of his 
fancy,butof his ſiacere and true devotion. This'therefore: 
i52-great diſadvantage of extempore'Prayer m publick; 
that meerly by amuſing the fancies of the people.with 
the ſurpriſing novelty of its expreſſions,” it puts them 
into- fits of counterfeit.devotion,and:makes them many 
times imagin that they are heartily-afteted with the 
matter of'the Prayers, when 'tis meerly rhe phraſe of 
it that by ſtriking on their fancies,moves their ſenſitive 
afftetion. But whether this movement of affetion be 
fancy, .or devotion, -a man may-'much more exfiby di- 
ftingutſh when he joyns with a Form, than whenhe 
joyns with an extemporePrayer zfor hebeing acquaint- 
ed aforchand with the phraſes and expreſſions of the: 
Form, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that-they ſhould much 
' ſurpriſe 


. ſarpriſe and au his fancy A nn —_ | DO VTY 
ſtanding that, ; he finds:himfelf b tily aliecbed halle | 
Prayer, he may muchmoreſecurely conclude, that itis 
the matter,and normeerly.the wordschat 4, 
fets him. And choceith all plainneſs au Genny, > > 8 
. have indeayoured to. repreſent thoſe peculiar 8dyanta- * IM 
ges,which Forms of Prayer have aboveextempore vaes,. 
as te the quickening; and umproving.the Devotions af 
the People: 'I might have given other Inſtances/ofias, 
bur theſe I think are ſufficient todetermin the caſe-in 
debate, and to convince any I man, 'that 
_ picusand wellcompaſed Fara, fa far from deaden-- 
_— ick 0 that 
vantages to , #-:. 
| - ya deaden the © ma) oo ergy qrmtorewy 
Fe they always confine Dirac the People wie 
fame ſctiof > han (een L wr 
agreatadvantage to Devottan ; or as 

tempore: confine: tham [to /a, nertain-tfet> of ms in 75 0 
whuch ſenſe the Miniſters extempore Praper-is a Form. —_ 

tothe People, and dothas much confine their Deva- WES 

tions © 2 certaen fet of. words, prncenmmany, as an 


pared yromeraroont 


indeed it 


ſtated Form. whatſaever, / Oh 
«Go And now, if after all this, it be objected by our ir Bre- L 
*-1 thren, that they find by Experience, which 1s the beſt 
WW Argument, that Forms doaQually deaden their Devo- 2 
| tion, I would beſeech them-ſeriouſly to conſider, whe- NE 
2 | ther this experience of theirs be not founded inanun-- ”, = 
” reaſonable prejudice ; andiF it be, whether it's fit that 


their unreaſonable prejudice ſhould preſcribe to the- 
whole Church ? it's certain, that there are other men: 
as truly pious and gevout/us they, who find by expe-- 
rience, that jo ning ; with the publick Forms 1s-a great-- 
advantage to their Devotion ; ſo that here is experience: | | 
againſt experience ; and certainly where there are two - =. 
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- contrary experiences of the ſame thing, they cannoe 
both proceed from the nature of the thing; but-one, 
or t'other muſt neceſlarily ariſe from the diſpoſition 
and temper of thoſe who are converſant about. it : Now 
T have ſhew'd that Forms of Prayer are in themſelves 
real advantages to publick Devotion, and that they 
are ſo, there are many thouſands of good Chriſtians 
can atteſt by their own experience ; and therefore if 
our Brethren do notexperience the ſame,the fault muſt 
lie in their own prejudice, or temper, and there is no 
doubt tobe made, but would _ heartily indeavour 
-to cure-their own prejudice, and to diſpoſleſs / their 


minds of thoſe groundleſs Piques they have entertain'd . 
-againſt our Liturgy ; would they but peruſe it with im- 
partial eyes ; conſider the contents, and labour to affect 
; their minds with the ſenſe and matter of it ; they 
; would quickly find the ſame experience. of its advan- 
 (tageouſneſs to publick devotion, as thoſe bleſſed Mar- 
| tyrsdid who compos'd it, us'd, and at laſt died for it, 


| and valued every Leaf of it as an ineſtimabletreaſure ; 
| and as we ſhould conſent in our experience,ſo we ſhould 
| alſo in our communion, and with one heart and' one 
mouth glorifie our Father together. 4 115954 + 
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